Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine Volume 77 November 1984 995 area were better but to this reviewer concentrated a little too much on the minutiae of methodology. In one of the discussions, which incidentally are all well edited, I was brought up against the impact of my own ageing. A presenter had to explain to the audience that Rod Laver was the McEnroe of a previous generation! This volume probably has a place on the shelves of libraries where non-experts may dip into it. Only workers directly involved need buy a personal copy. The book is essentially a statement of where we are at in the areas covered but fails to address itself as to how we arrived and where we should go next.
MICHAEL LYE

Professor of Geriatric Medicine
University of Liverpool This volume is a report of the proceedings of the 15th Annual American Red Cross Scientific Symposium of 1983. There are two things that set it slightly apart from the usual rapid publications in specific research areas: firstly, its scope is somewhat wider, spanning the whole field of immunohaematology, with separate sections on platelets, monocytes and granulocytes including a large amount of cellular immunology, and finally clinical bone marrow transplantation (BMT); secondly, many of the contributions are not papers describing specific experimental details, but solid reviews of the subject, for example on tissue specific and systemic alloantigens and in particular the class I and II histocompatibility locus systems. There is also a good review on cell adhesion molecules, particularly fibronectins, including their role in various clinical disorders from sepsis to malignancy. I found the section on monocytes slightly disappointing, more by what is omitted than what is covered, since the newer surface antigens (ZG and EM) are discussed in detail. However there are no papers on monocyte regulatory influences in the humoral or cell-mediated immune response.
The bone marrow transplantation section reviews the history of BMT and covers graftversus-host disease, the various methods of trying to prevent it, the use of monoclonal antibodies and the important supportive function of the blood bank. We are reminded how only a few immunocompetent T-cells may be required in the graft for the establishment of graft-versushost disease. There is an informative review on autologous BMT, the different tumours that can be treated and the various conditioning regimens.
If there were a central theme to this book it would be the HLA system, its characterization in the laboratory, our increasing understanding of the separate roles of class I and class II antigens and thereby its immunoregulatory function in antigen processing, induction of tolerance to self antigens and how this relates to clinical bone marrow transplantation. This volume will therefore appeal to many laboratory scientists and clinicians interested in the field of human immunohaematology. Certainly anyone contemplating doing HLA mismatched bone marrow transplants will have a lot of food for thought! I look forward to future volumes in this series as our basic knowledge of the stratified nature of immune regulation unfolds.
CHRISTOPHER H POYNTON
Lecturer in Haematology Westminster Hospital Medical School, London
Temas de Coloproctologia J Lentini (ed) pp 936 (2 volumes) Barcelona: Editorial Fontalba 1982 This is a multi-author encyclopaedia of coloproctology, with most of the contributors coming from the Continent. It does not set out to be fully comprehensive, but selects those themes which are of the greatest current interest in this important branch of medical and surgical
